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Harlow, Craig

From: Margaret Durkee <
Sent: 28 January 2019 10:21
To: Harlow, Craig
Subject: ref; 2018/03 Footpath in the Square, Mere

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Sir, Our house is directly opposite the gates in the archway, we have only very rarely used the path to 
access North Street, but since moving here in 1975 I cannot remember the gates ever being locked ( until 
recently), though it is possible if I was not using the entrance I may not have noticed. I have no knowledge 
of wooden gates or what was there before 1975. 
Yours Mr and Mrs M Durkee, 4,The Square, Mere. 
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Harlow, Craig

From:
Sent: 29 January 2019 09:42
To: Harlow, Craig
Subject: Your letter Ref:2018/03
Attachments: Scan_0032.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good morning Mr Harlow  

Thank you for your letter.Really not sure what you mean by your second paragraph regarding my evidence,perhaps 
you  
would supply me with a copy. 

I only moved into Mere in February 2013 and at that time there were metal gates in position which to my recollection 
were 
always open.Again,to my recollection things changed about 18-24 months ago when the gates were locked and the 
residents 
of The Boardroom etc were issued with keys. 

People now have to negotiate the very narrow road between the old bank and the antiques shop to reach North Street 
etc. 
This can be quite an ordeal for the elderly etc. 

I hope this helps. 

Yours sincerely 

Chris Breckell 
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Harlow, Craig

From: MICHAEL TAYLOR < >
Sent: 08 February 2019 11:46
To: Harlow, Craig
Subject: your ref: 2018/03

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Sir, 

Thank you for your letter dated 22nd January 2019 relating to the proposed footpath at The Square in Mere. I note the 
comments within and would make the following comments. For the period 2003-2010, I am not really at liberty to 
comment as to whether the gates were locked or braced as I had moved out of Mere by that time. Whenever I did visit 
Mere during that period, I do not recall noticing gates one way or the other. Regarding the period 1979-1985, to my 
knowledge, I don't recall the gates being locked at any time that I would have attempted to pass through them.  

However that is not to say they could have been closed at some time. Having been born and brought up in Mere, I am 
only too aware of the proclivities of local people and how these may impact on their attitudes towards people not born 
locally. If I may give an example. I recall walking my dog off the lead, across the fields in The Meads in the early 
seventies, freely wandering off the footpaths and meeting the local farmer. He was more than happy for me to do so. I 
went to school with his children, he knew my parents, he had seen me grow up, I was a "local", However that same 
farmer would angrily chastise any dog walker, male or female, old or young, who was not a "local" who did not have 
their dog on a lead and who did not stick strictly to the footpaths. 

I am only too aware that this application is like walking through the proverbial "minefield". Memories, interpretations, 
local-ism etc, can and will play a part in applications such as this. I hope my comments have been helpful. 

Yours 

Mike Taylor 
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